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LITURGICAL CALENDAR 

 Psalter Week 4 
 Readings Sunday – 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time (C) 
            Weekdays – 4th Week in Ordinary Time, Yr 1 

 Sunday 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time (C) 
 Tuesday St. Agatha 
 Wednesday St. Paul Miki and Companions 

Next Sunday    5th Sunday in Ordinary Time (C) 



Archdiocesan 
Mission Statement 

Taking to heart the 
last words of the Lord 
Jesus, we will go into 
the world to proclaim 
the Good News to the 
whole of creation. 

PARISH 

NEWS 
This Week 

Children’s Liturgy at Holy Family The next 

Children’s Liturgy at Holy Family will be TODAY, Sunday, 3rd 

February at the 11.00am Mass. 

With You Always 
The next sessions for St Gabriel’s & Holy Family are: 

● Tuesday 5th February at 2.30pm in St Gabriel’s 

School 
● Thursday 14th February either at 3.45pm or 6.30pm in 

Holy Family Church. 

A note to all children and families in Year 4 at St.Richard’s, 

St.Ambrose Barlow & Sacred Heart, Hindsford, that the 

celebrations of First Holy Communion will take place this year on 

the following dates:- 
● May 4th at 11.00am in St.Ambrose Barlow Church. 

● May 11th at 11.00am in St.Richard’s Church. 

The dates for the “With You Always” preparation sessions have now 

been distributed through St.Richard’s School, Sacred Heart School 

(Hindsford) and St.Ambrose Barlow School. If you have not 

received any information, especially if your child attends a different 

school, then please contact Fr.Paul the Elder next week by phone 

or email. 

Ladies Group 
The next Ladies group meeting will be this Tuesday, 5th 
February at 2.00pm in St.Ambrose Barlow Church Hall. Raffle: 
Joan Butler & Sylvia Bradley 

Churches Together in Boothstown 
There will be a meeting of Churches Together in Boothstown at 

Holy Family Presbytery this Tuesday, 5th February at 7.15pm. All 

welcome. 

R.C.I.A. 
The next meeting for any adults who are interested in becoming 

Catholic or just want to find out more about the Faith will be this 

Wednesday, 6th February at 7.45pm in Holy Family Presbytery. 

St.Margaret Clitherow St.Vincent de Paul Society 
Our next meeting will be held in the meeting room at Holy Family 

Church this Wednesday, 6th February at 7.45 pm (after the 7.00 

pm Mass). 
This is for all members so please come along if you can. 

Craft Class at St.Richard’s 
The Craft Class will resume this Thursday, 7th February, 

10.00am till 12.00 noon in St Richards Club. 

HCPT 
Holy Family will be selling raffle tickets after both Masses next 

Sunday 10th February to raise funds for HCPT. Due to the lack of 

a hall we are unable to raise funds in the same manner as recent 

years. 

GOSPEL REFLECTION 

   At the end of 2017, Pope Francis made a historic, though politically very sensitive, visit to Myanmar, 
formally known as Burma – a country that for years was ruled by the military but which is making slow 
though painful steps towards becoming a full democracy. During his visit, Pope Francis was criticized by 
some for not mentioning by name the Rohingya people – the Muslim minority which has suffered so much 
in recent times. On his arrival in Bangladesh immediately afterwards, Pope Francis met with 
representatives of the hundreds of thousands of Rohingya people who had fled Myanmar and who now 
live in refugee camps in Bangladesh. Pope Francis apologized to them, saying, “In the name of everyone, 
of those who persecute you, those who hurt you, and especially of the world’s indifference, I ask for your 
forgiveness. 
Forgive us.” In a very striking phrase he said, “The presence of God today is also called Rohingya.”    
Recognizing the presence or the voice of God is often something we human beings struggle with. Perhaps 
even more difficult is daring to speak in God’s name. When God commissions the prophet Jeremiah as 
“prophet to the nations”, God promises to equip him with the strength and courage he will need to withstand 
the inevitable opposition: “They will fight against you but shall not overpower you, for I am with you to 
deliver you.” In the Gospel, Jesus’ authority to speak in God’s name is challenged. An initial favourable 
response gives way to hostility as the people realise that they know this man Jesus and have watched him 
grow up. how can this son of an ordinary carpenter dare to speak in God’s name? Jesus’ neighbours were 
unable to see the good – to see God – at work in him. They couldn’t see past their own prejudices. 
Ultimately, they couldn’t see the presence of God in the ordinary humanity of Jesus. The lens through 
which they viewed him was warped in such a way that they were blind to the divine and saw only the 
mundane. St.Paul offers us a different lens to see the world – love. Being a prophet, an eloquent preacher, 
a person of great knowledge or of great faith – even being a miracle worker or a martyr – is no use unless 
love is the touchstone of our lives. Love is to be the source from which all our actions spring, the lens 
through which we see the world, the means by which we interact with the world and the goal towards which 
our lives are heading. We do not know what Jesus looked like. But Paul gives us something much more 
important: a description of the kind of person Jesus was and continues to be. If we replace the word “love” 
in Paul’s letter with the name “Jesus”, we get a powerful description of Jesus himself. 
   By our baptism, we, like Jeremiah, were consecrated and appointed as prophets to the people of our 
own time. It is a challenging vocation. Inevitably, in our broken and messy world, God’s voice is hard to 
recognize and God’s presence is often resisted by everyone. We ourselves can easily fail to recognize 
God’s voice and, consciously or not, be blind to God’s presence. God calls us to be more than simply “a 
gong booming or a cymbal clashing”. For us to be genuine prophets – true witnesses to the presence of 
God in our world today – then the person of Jesus, love made flesh, must be the foundation stone on which 
to build our lives, the lens through which we view the world and the guiding star which leads us on our 
journey through life. Love does not come to an end – it is the one sure way to eternal life. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

   Psalm Response     My lips will tell of your help. 

   Gospel Acclamation I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life, says the Lord; 

no one can come to the Father except through me. 
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Pastoral Area Pilgrimage to POLAND 17th - 21st 

June 2019 
Thank you for all who came along on Monday evening. We have 17 

persons interested but need a few more to bring us over 20 to 

ensure the pilgrimage will go ahead. Please note if you do not wish 

to visit the site of the Auschwitz camp there is no issue and you will 

be dropped off back in the city centre. Please contact Des on 07973 

114365 if you wish to book but were unable to attend the meeting. 
Information is available; please contact Des. 

Three Piece Suite 
Available to anyone in need of a hardly used three piece suite, there 

are two chairs and a three seater sofa. Anyone who wishes to make 

use of this three piece suite please contact Fr.Paul at St.Richard’s. 

First come, first served. 

Synod 2020 
Today, Sunday, 3rd February, at 3.00pm 

Archbishop Malcolm, at a special service in 

Liverpool Cathedral, will celebrate formally the 

calling of a Synod for the whole of the 

Archdiocese of Liverpool. The Service will begin 

an important period of time leading up to the 

Synod itself in October 2020. As the Archbishop 

himself said in his Pastoral Letter for Synod 

Sunday 2018, the Synod is the time when we 

choose the path to walk on. 

Everyone is welcome to this service. The Synod members 

(Parish, Pastoral Area and others) will be mandated to 

undertake their task and we will all be invited to pray with and 

for them and for the working of our Synod. Please, if you can, 

join Archbishop Malcolm in the Cathedral at 3.00pm this 

afternoon. 

We have now sent off the names of those who have volunteered 

to become Synod members. 

Here is a reminder of the “Synod Timeline” for the first year. 
• Sunday 3rd February – Synod Opening Ceremony 

in Liverpool Cathedral. 
• Feb 9th or 13th or 16th – Meeting of Members. 

(Members can attend any one meeting) 
• Lent 2019 – Discernment Preparation. (Various 

dates) 
• 29th April – 10th May – Pastoral Area gathering of 

all Members. 
• May – June 2019 – Listening and discerning in 

Parishes. (Led by Members) 
• 21st or 25th or 28th September – Meeting of 

Members. (Members can attend any one meeting) 
• October 2019 – January 2020 – Pastoral Area Pre- 

Synod 1. (One in each Pastoral Area) 

Exposition at St.Richard’s 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will resume in St.Richard’s 

Church on Wednesday mornings at the beginning of Lent. 

LAST WEEK’S PARISH COLLECTIONS 

 Offertory            £ 2040.46 
HCPT       £   422.38 Thank you for your 

generosity. 

SECOND COLLECTIONS 
Today 
SVP 

‘SVP’ stands for ‘St Vincent de Paul’. There is an SVP Group 
in most Catholic parishes whose sole purpose is to reach out 
to those who are struggling and in need in the community in 
which we live. The SVP collection assists us in this ministry. 
Thank you for the support you give consistently throughout 
the year. It really does help to change lives. 

Next Week 
Archdiocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes 

The Second Collection next weekend will go to support those 

pilgrims who are sick who may not be able to afford to travel 

to Lourdes with the Archdiocesan Pilgrimage in July. The 

collection will also help to make their journey and stay in 

Lourdes more comfortable. 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
Training for Eucharistic Ministers 

If you wish to become a Eucharistic Minister, to give out 

communion at Mass and distribute to those who are sick and 

housebound, please give your name to one of the priests to 

be included in training to be held on Saturday 9th February, 

10.00am - 3.00pm at St Ambrose Barlow. This will be led by 

Fr Paul Grady. Existing ministers welcome. 
We will begin with Mass at 10.00am and Adoration for half an 

hour. Tea/coffee will be provided but please bring a sandwich 

for lunch. 

Rosary for the Unborn 
The Knights of St Columba have approached S.P.U.C with 

an invitation to join them in a special year of prayer for the 

unborn as part of their 2019 centenary celebrations. To this 

end special prayer cards are available in all the churches of 

the parish. 
It is proposed that a monthly Rosary will be incorporated on 

the first Saturday of each month with the Padre Pio prayer 

group who attend exposition at St Ambrose Barlow each 

Saturday morning. Please join us each month in prayer either 

at home or in church for this very special initiative. (Future 

dates: 2nd March, 6th April, 4th May, 1st June, 
6th July, 3rd August, 7th September, 5th October, 2nd 
November, 7th December.) 

Parishes supporting refugees and asylum seekers 
‘JUST CHAT’ a short workshop to help parish communities 

show a welcome face to the people arriving in our towns often 

isolated and vulnerable – is from 10 – 1 on Saturday 16th 

February at St Benedict’s, Rhode St, Warrington. WA2 7QE.  

The session is free to attend but please try to register: email 

m.hardacre@rcaol.co.uk Tel: 0151 522 1081 

The Pantomime "SNOW WHITE" 
The St Ambrose Barlow Players are happy to present this 

fairytale for your pleasure and enjoyment!!!  Performances: 
Wednesday 27th February to Friday 1st March at 

7.30pm PLUS 
Saturday 2nd March Matinee at 2.30pm and Evening 

Show at 7.15pm 



Tickets: Adults £6.00, Seniors £4.00 and Primary School 
Children £3.00 
The GREATEST SHOW in town - Don't miss it!!! 
Tickets are available by contacting Des on 07973 114265 

Over 60’s Afternoon – 23rd March 2019 
Every year, St Ambrose Barlow Church Community 

welcomes persons over 60 years of age to an afternoon 

commencing with Mass at 2.00pm followed by a meal and 

entertainment. We can only accommodate 76 persons with 

our limited catering facilities. We will, of course extend our 

invitation to those who were invited last year. We do have a 

number of places available free this year. If you have not 

attended in the past please contact us to arrange invitations. 

As always, our first priority must be to sick and housebound 

members of the community and those over 60 years who 

attend any Mass at St Ambrose Barlow Church on a regular 

basis. We would also like to invite those who have historically 

attended our church but who now worship in the neighbouring 

communities, plus those who help at our community events 

on a regular basis. If you would like to attend this very 

enjoyable afternoon, please contact  Jackie B. (01942 

516619),  Steve (01942 876487) or Des (07973 114365) 

before 27th February. Invitations then will be issued, 

according to the above criteria and subject to numbers. 

Prayer in preparation for Synod 2020 

We thank you Father 
For the love you have shown us 
In the gift of Jesus, your Son. 
Keep us grateful each day 
For the blessings that surround us. 

As we are fed by you, 
So now send us out 
To share what we have received 
With our hungry brothers and sisters. 

We humbly ask your help to become the Church 
That you are calling us to be: 
A community that listens, that trusts, 
That lives with courage 
And that puts out its nets into new waters. 

May the gentle presence of Christ in our hearts 
Be a source of healing, of new life And a 
deeper trust in you. 
We ask this in faith 
Through Jesus Christ, Our Lord. 
Amen. 

 Newsletter 
Please ensure that items for next week’s newsletter are sent 

in by Wednesday evening. Thank you. 

Clergy Addresses 
Fr Paul Seddon: St Richard’s Presbytery, Mayfield Street, 

Atherton, Manchester M46 OAQ 

Fr Paul Grady: Holy Family Presbytery, 208 Chaddock Lane, 
Boothstown, Worsley, Manchester M28 1DN 

Finance 
All monies should be paid into the Parish account of St 

Margaret Clitherow Please note spelling ‘Clitherow’). Thank 

you. 

 

 

Please pray for 

those who are Sick 
 

 

 
Reflect 
This week’s Gospel is an immediate continuation of last 
week’s, where Jesus is teaching in the synagogue of his home 
town, Nazareth. Jesus' statement that no prophet is accepted 
in his home town reminds us that it is often difficult to hear a 
challenging message from those who know us best, even if it 
is true. We have a tendency to believe that we know what is 
best for ourselves and so reject other people’s thoughts or 
suggestions. 

Pray 
The Holy Spirit Prayer of St Augustine 
Breathe in me, O Holy Spirit, that my thoughts may all be 

holy. 
Act in me, O Holy Spirit, that my work, too, may be holy. 
Draw my heart, O Holy Spirit, that I love but what is holy. 
Strengthen me, O Holy Spirit, to defend all that is holy. 
Guard me, then, O Holy Spirit, that I always may be holy. 

Act 
Consider how your family might accept one another's wisdom 
and guidance and not reject the prophets in your midst. 

Challenge 
came across this website this week which gives you theoption 

of purchasing items which are more friendly towards the 

environment: https://www.ethicalsuperstore.com/ 



 
Week 

Beginning 
3rd February 

Holy Family St. Ambrose Barlow St. Richard’s 

 SUNDAY 
9.00 am 

Eileen Ryan 

11.00 am 
Paul Delaney 

(Sat) 6.00 pm 
Martin and Betty Neary 

11.00 am 
James Pickering 

(Sat) 6.00 pm 
Eddie Leach 

9.30 am 
Jean Neary 

MONDAY    

TUESDAY 

 9.15 am 
Joan Clegg 12noon 

Remembrance Mass for 

Brian Tomkins 

WEDNESDAY 
7.00 pm 

Carmel Reeve 

 9.00 - 10.00 am 
No Exposition this week 

10.00 am 
Funeral Mass for 

Jean Gorse 

THURSDAY 
10.00 am 

Jane Coyle 
 9.15 am 

P.J.Finn 

FRIDAY 

10.00 am 
William Jarrott 

Mass in St Gabriel’s School 

12.30 pm 
Funeral Mass for 

Ellen Weir 

 10.00 am 
Pat Anderson 

SATURDAY 

10.00 am 
For All Members of the 

McGrath Family 

10.00 am 
Exposition & Rosary 

6.00 pm 
Catherine Wright 

6.00 pm 
Jean Gorse 

NEXT SUNDAY 

9.00 am 
Kathleen Roddy 

11.00 am 
Keith Lewis 

11.00 am 
Gary Garnett 

9.30 am 
Maria McCoy 

 

  

BAPTISM 
We welcome into our family of Faith: 

George  Matthew Lonsdale 

May God bless him and his family. 
 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Saturday Confessions after 10.00am Mass at Holy Family 

& 
after both 6.00pm Masses 

in St Ambrose and St Richard’s. 

Confession also available where possible 

by request / appointment. 
 



 

Arthur Leggett 
All Cancer Patients 
Anne Broad 
Baby George 
Baby Grace 
Baby Luke 
Bernard O’Donnell 
Bridie Molyneux 
Catherine Jones 
Christopher Browne 
Clare Barlow 
Clifford Browne 
Derek Maude 
Eddie Shaw 
Emma Oldham 
Enid Kenwright 
Fon O’Hara 
Freda Peake 
Gerald Hackett 
Guy Ryan 
Hannah Delargy 
Irene Burke 
Irene McIntyre 
Jack Rothwell 
Jean Tchibukdjian 
Jennifer Langin 
Jess Garrett 
Jessie Lucas 
Joan Wilkinson 
John Neary 
John Wall 
Kathy Kenyon 
Maisie Sweeney (10) 
Margaret Case 
Margaret Dawson 
Margaret Ross 
Margaret Wall 
Marjorie Price 
Mary Tiernan 
Maureen Halliday 
Michael Wright 
Rev Jim Melia 
Sandra Jones 
Shelagh Welsby 
Stephen Howell 
Terry Barlow 
Thelma Humble 
Theresa Stanley 
Thomas McLoughlin 
Wyn Wright 
Yvonne Mellin 

If any of the above are 
now better please tell 

margaretclitherow 

Please pray for 
those who have 
died recently: 

Brian Tomkins 

Kathleen Handebeaux 

Stuart Betts 

Alan Hall 

Jean Gorse 

Michelle Callan 

Mary McHugh 

Ellen Weir 

and for 
Fr Kevin Snape & Fr James Beirne, 

ex-Parish Priests, Holy Family; 
anniversaries 7th & 9th February 

respectively. 

May they rest in peace. Amen. 
 

 

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEKEND 
Fifth Sunday of the Year (C) 

First Reading                 Isaiah 6:1-8 
Isaiah is called to be the prophet of God. 
 Second Reading 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
“I have handed on to you what I have received…” Paul has 
continued the process of transmitting the Church’s faith in the 
resurrection of Jesus. 
 Gospel Reading Luke 5:1-11 
A miraculous catch of fish and Peter’s profession of unworthiness 

preface the call of the first of Jesus’ disciples. 
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